G400 B.F.A. Final Review 

for Graduating B.F.A. Candidates

Professor: Brian Harper

BFA Final Review is the professional focus on your last semester in the BFA program prior to graduation.  It is about your work, how you view and think about it in a larger context; how you present it publically, how you assess, document, and reflect upon a body work that represents the culmination of your fine arts education as an undergraduate student. 

A professional exhibition is required of all BFA students prior to graduation. Students will work with the professor in their area of specialization to produce an exhibition of quality that represents their creative accomplishments in the program. Exhibition design, installation, lighting design, and advertising, as well as other pertinent responsibilities and information relative to a successful and professional exhibition will be discussed throughout the semester.

A written thesis is also required in support of the work in your exhibition.  The thesis should be three to five pages in length and will be submitted to Brian Harper (BFA Coordinator). You will submit your first draft to Brian Harper and the second draft to the faculty in your area of expertise.  You are expected to pursue additional perspectives on the editing of your drafts, including the IUS Writing Center.  Your finished draft must be free of any inconsistencies in thought and grammar and you will submit the final copy (in both hard copy and CD) of your thesis before your oral defense.  You will be notified of this date well in advance.

Graduating BFA students will create the design for the exhibition announcement with the help and advice of the Gallery Director and BFA Coordinator.  Graduating BFA students will also design the installation of the BFA exhibition, although the Fine Arts faculty reserves the right to give final approval of the installation design.

You will submit a CD that contains: 

· Images from your final body of work as a PDF file AND a PowerPoint 

· Current resume, 

· Artist’s statement, 

· Your exhibition postcard

· Thesis.  

As a permanent record of your BFA work, the department will retain this CD and have rights to use your work to promote the department.  Also at this time, you will be filling out and submitting an exit survey, essentially an evaluation/assessment of the BFA program and your experiences in it.

All members of the studio and art history faculty, including one outside evaluator, will conduct the final review of each BFA candidate’s exhibition.  This group constitutes the Senior Review Committee. The review, referred to as Orals, will be scheduled with each graduating BFA candidate during the exhibition. Successful completion of this review is required for graduation. In all BFA majors, students are required to undertake and to pass this total portfolio review. 

Successful completion of the BFA review should indicate that each candidate will have developed:

· Effective habits in logical thinking - The process involved in the creation of works of art and design requires good organization and planning skills which require the development of effective habits in logical thinking. Group critiques, classroom discussion, art research papers, and the art history requirement stress critical thinking and depth of knowledge essential to the education of artists and designers;

· Communication skills - artists and designers must be able to communicate their thoughts clearly and effectively both in speech and in writing; they must have a basic understanding of the natural world and a profound understanding of the materials and processes by means of which they generate their work; and they must be able to extract meaning from other works of art and design;

· Quantitative skills - in general, students graduating with a major in one of the studio disciplines have obtained their quantitative skills through the General Education requirements. Careful advisement from the faculty advisor is necessary to assure this outcome;

· An understanding of and ability to use modern technology - each degree track involves the use of computers, as well as contemporary equipment appropriate to each art making discipline. The foundation program includes computer competency as a fundamental element in the first year of the program;

· Sophisticated practices using resources - use of the library and other research tools is routinely required, and the exploitation of physical resources in a sophisticated manner is the essential of art and design;

· Mature interpersonal behavior in various settings - because the critique process is collective and intensive, students are required to develop and manifest interpersonal maturity in classroom performance.

BFA Thesis:

You are responsible for taking your drafts to the Writing Center for help with grammar, punctuation, etc.  They are there to help you so take advantage of it! 

The thesis should address some or all of the following:

· Describe your work (visual analysis)

· Who are your influences? Describe how they have impacted your work?

· Include several visual examples of your work (influences?)

· Use formal language and principles of design to build content of thesis

· Clearly state the philosophy/meaning of artwork

· Introspection into artwork – Why do you do what you do?

· How do you do what you do?

· Why the choices you’ve made? For example, why Painting rather than Graphic Design? 
Or why Ceramics and not Drawing?


· How does your work fit into a contemporary context?
How well do you communicate or describe the idea?

· G400 BFA Calendar
Mon. 1/9
First Meeting to discuss syllabus, thesis and resume.  Review gallery schedule.  Begin writing thesis outlines.
Wed. 1/11
Review a few graduation packets.  Plan for designing announcements, delegate responsibilities, plan gallery spaces. 

Wed. 1/18
Thesis outline due.  Begin writing thesis.  Review how to make a postcard / options.
Mon. 1/23
Discuss artist resumes.  Review samples.

Wed. 1/25
Progress report on postcards / announcement materials / press releases.

Mon. 1/30 
First draft of thesis due.  (Turned in to me.)

Wed. 2/1 
Group ONE send your card designs to printer.

Mon. 2/6 
Corrections turned back on first draft.

Wed. 2/8
Progress report on resumes

Mon. 2/13
Second draft of thesis due.  (Turned in to me and faculty in your major)

Wed. 2/15 
Progress report from BFA Group ONE

Mon. 2/20
Corrections turned back on second draft.

Wed. 2/22
First draft of resume due

Mon. 2/27
 

Wed. 2/29
Final hardcopy of written thesis submitted.  Group TWO send your card designs to printer.  First draft of resumes handed back

Mon. 3/5
BFA ONE install.  Group meets in gallery to discuss arrangement ideas.


Wed. 3/7
BFA ONE install


(Thurs. 3/8 - BFA ONE opening!!)

Mon. 3/12
Progress report from BFA Group TWO

Wed. 3/14

Mon. 3/19
Completed resume due.  Discuss documentation of artwork.

Wed. 3/21
Group THREE send your cards to printer.

Mon. 3/26  
Spring Break!  No classes.  (work on documentation)

Wed. 3/28 
Spring Break!  No classes.  (work on documentation)

Mon. 4/2
BFA TWO install. Group meets in gallery to discuss installation ideas.

Wed. 4/4
BFA TWO install


(Thurs. 4/5 BFA TWO opening reception!!)

Mon. 4/9
Progress report from BFA Group THREE

Wed. 4/11
Double check that everything is in order for your graduation packet!!

Mon. 4/16

Wed. 4/18
Completed Graduation Packet due!! 
Mon. 4/23 
BFA THREE install.  Group meets in gallery to discuss installation ideas.  Last official class day.

Wed. 4/25
BFA THREE install


(Thurs. BFA THREE opening reception!!)

Mon. 4/30
Scheduled exam day.  Exit Surveys, Student Evaluations, etc.

Mon. 5/7
Commencement.  (you should go) 

